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WESTERN ENERGY COMPANY 
SUPPORTS UM RESEARCH 
IN COLSTRIP AREA
MISSOULA—
One of the first contracts for an archaeological research project in the rich coal lands 
of eastern Montana has been signed by Western Energy Company, the coal-mining subsidiary of 
Montana Power Company, and the University of Montana.
Announcement of the program, which will begin immediately, was made by Dr. Floyd Shar- 
rock, chairman of the Department of Anthropology at the University, and W.P. Schmechel of 
Butte, vice president and general manager of Western Energy.
The study will involve coal lands in the Colstrip area, about 100 miles east of >
where Western Energy has been producing coal for three years by strip mining.
This year a survey will be undertaken to inventory archaeological sites and to deter­
mine what areas, if any, should be investigated further, or which sites warrant excavation
in an attempt to reconstruct prehistoric cultures.
Colstrip is believed to lie in the path of early-day residents of the North American 
continent who migrated across the Bering Strait from Siberia to Alaska, along the eastern 
slope of the Rockies and southward through Montana, according to Sharrock.
The coal lands are expected to be among the most productive, archaeologically, of any 
sites in the northern plains area.
Sharrock said Montana has 90 per cent of the nation's known buffalo jumps, where early- 
day Americans drove herds of bison over cliffs for food and hides. Other types of sites, 
equally informative, and rich in artifacts, are also expected in the area.
"Montana's archaeological resources are equal to those of the Southwest, where consider­
ably more work of this nature has been done," Sharrock commented. "That's why we are so 
excited over Western Energy's willingness to participate in the research project."
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He said the coal industry has been most willing and cooperative in its support of 
archaeological salvage and research.
The archaeological study will seek to reconstruct the life patterns of past peoples who 
lived in or passed through the eastern Montana area. This section provided the ideal envir­
onment for a nomadic people, intent on following equally transitory animals such as the 
bison, Sharrock explained.
Because of the mass of data expected, he said the study team expects to use computers for 
the first time in the study of the past in the Colstrip area.
Directing the research at the scene will be Dale Fredlund, field director for the State­
wide Archaeological Survey at UM.
Western Energy Vice President Schmechel said his firm is glad to participate in the 
research. He said it is the second research project l'/estern Energy is financing at the Col­
strip operations.
The conpany also is supplying money for a reclamation project now in its fourth year, 
with the Agricultural Experiment Station at Montana State University, Bozeman. Considerable 
progress has been made, he said, on determining what plant life grows best on the reclaimed 
lands after coal has been removed. Results of the study already are being applied success­
fully at Colstrip, Schmechel said.
